EXAMINATION OF THE JOINT CORE STRATEGY (JCS) FOR BROADLAND, NORWICH & SOUTH NORFOLK

Hearing of matter 9:  The Economy   [JCS policy 5]

Friday 12 November 2010 [AM] 

Discussion agenda:

Note: The following 4 issues will be discussed consecutively

1.
Issue  Is policy 5 sound in respect of the core strategic guidance provided to other Local Development Documents in terms of its assumptions about the necessary number of jobs to plan for, eg in relation to housing growth, the spatial provision for land and economic development (including the strategic employment locations identified in policy 9), clusters, town centres, tourism and the ‘flagship food and farming hub’?

Some views summarised

GNDP considers that the JCS provides comprehensive and reasonable guidance for LDDs and is based on appropriate evidence, including the basis of the job target.  Implementation is already happening, eg in the Northern City Centre Action Plan and in other key sectors.  The concept of a Food and Farming Hub is being progressed.

There is a significant level of support (from at least 12 representations) for a Food and Farming Hub.  Easton College makes the point that strong rural economies are essential to the maintenance of attractive and diverse landscapes and natural environments.


Mr and Mrs DE Smith and Honeydew Investments consider that the JCS jobs target over the period 2008-2026 (27,000) is too low in relation to the amount of housing proposed over the same period (38,820), if unemployment is to be reduced, and a revised figure of 32,500 jobs is suggested.   Taylor Wimpey Developments and Hopkins Homes takes the opposite view, suggesting that policy 5 has a sustainable balance between new jobs and housing growth.


Honeydew Investments Ltd considers that the JCS employment strategy is over-reliant on SPDs, and that it should not be for these later documents to identify employment land, especially as they do not have to go through the same vigorous consultation and examination process as DPDs.  CPRE considers that an over-allocation of office land is unsustainable, drawing attention in particular to the expansion of Broadland Business Park, said to be too encouraging of car dependency.  Others (eg Cemex, Honingham Thorpe Farms, Mr Charles Birch, Mr Andrew Leeder, Philip Jeans Homes) consider that the balance is about right.


[First contribution from GNDP, followed by other participants in any order]
2.
Issue  There has been a partial redirection of emphasis from a concentration of homes and jobs along the A11 corridor in the original option to a more even spread in the submission document.  What are the reasons for this, and what are the sustainability implications, especially in relation to proximity of homes to jobs, commuting patterns and potential for improved public transport links?

Some views summarised


United Business and Leisure, Hethersett Land Ltd argue that the JCS should highlight the A11 corridor as a focus for employment and growth, which could resonate with the view of Broadland Land Trust, which considers that the JCS should consider the relationship between the Norwich and Cambridge economic and housing markets.  Taylor Wimpey Developments and Hopkins Homes identify the neighbouring A47 corridor at Costessey as a good location for homes and jobs, which the JCS provides for.  Mr Andrew Leeder, however, endorses the JCS as a sound basis for enhancing the employment base, with support for the South Norfolk dispersal strategy.

[First contribution by Hethersett Land followed by other participants in any order.]
3.
Issue
Is bullet 7 of the policy (re the safeguarding of employment land) justified and effective?  If not, what should it say?

Some views summarised:


Honeydew Investments Ltd is critical of the JCS policy to safeguard employment land.  It considers that employment land exceeds demand and that this is an inflexible policy which may frustrate the development of feasible alternative sites.  The plan should be more responsive to economic change.  


[First contribution by Honeydew Investments followed by other participants in any order] 

4.
Issue  Is the level of detail, eg in terms of specified locations, means of implementation and types of use classes appropriate for a Core strategy?


Some views summarised


MP Kemp considers that the JCS should be more ‘hands on’ in stipulating how key sites should be brought forward.   United Business and Leisure considers that the JCS should identify criteria for strategic and other employment sites.  Costco considers that policy 5 should support sui generis uses which are commonly found in employment locations.  Honeydew Investments Ltd considers that the JCS fails to make provision for hotel accommodation outside Norwich city centre.
[First contributions by Costco, Honeydew Investments Ltd, then other participants in any order.]
